The Treasure Seekers
Written by De Dorman 2026

This story is based on a testimony from Missionary Ethan Shields as he spoke at IBB Mission, TX.

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also. Matthew 6:19-21

His ancestors sought for the hidden treasures tucked away in the mountains of Mexico.
Treasures that no amount of money could buy. These precious treasures were not gold, silver or
shiny jewels; they were of greater value. Can you guess what these treasures were that they
sought? Yes, they were the souls of people that would live forever. And now, Ethan Shields, his
wife Beth and their four children are treasure seekers for Jesus in the beautiful, rugged mountains
of Panama.

Ethan was seven years old when he asked GOD to save him. At the age of fourteen, he
knew that GOD was calling him to be a missionary, just like his father and grandfather. He was
being called to follow Jesus on the greatest treasure hunt of all.

GOD blessed him with his wife Beth in 2006, who at the age of fifteen, accepted Jesus as
her Savior and surrendered herself to GOD’s plan for her life. She helps him and their four
children in many ways.

One time on the mission field in Panama, when Mr. Shields was away, Mrs. Shields
killed a vicious scorpion that had made its way into their house. She grabbed the kitchen tongs to
remove it She remembered another time when she was stung by one while in bed. She wasn’t
about to let that happen again. Who helped her be brave and take care of the scorpion?

Both Ethan and Beth prepared for missionary service by going to Bible school. And step-
by-step, GOD led them to Panama where they trek up high mountains to the Ngidbe-Buglé
(NAH-beh boo-GLAY) people where most speak their own language, but some speak Spanish.
Here they show the people the love of GOD and tell them of the hope they can have in Jesus.
People have been saved, baptized and many study The Bible to teach it to others.

Ethan has a pilot’s license that will make the journey easier once the runway is built.
Until then, they hike up the high mountain to get to the treasures. Why do you think they walk all
that way? Yes, to tell the good news that Jesus loves them and has made a way for them to go to
Heaven. Have you heard the good news? Can you think of another mountain in which Someone
walked to make Heaven possible? (Jesus on Mt. Calvary)

It has taken lots of prayer, patience and time, but the Ngébe-Buglé (NAH-beh boo-GLAY)
people can see that the care demonstrated by the Shields family is genuine and the love that they
display is from the heart of GOD.

A respected man of the village came to the missionary one day and asked him a question.
Can [ give you a name? Not understanding all that it meant to receive this name, the humble
missionary agreed to receive it.

You are nove. the man said and soon returned to his business. Mr. Shields didn’t know yet
of the honor given to him with that name, but he would find out soon.



One Sunday, after church, the congregation had dinner. Everyone who could, brought in a
special dish of food. Some brought rice, gueso blanco,! corn and Sancocho, a yummy stew made
with chicken, corn and yuca. While waiting in line to get some food, the people enjoyed talking
with Missionary Ethan.

One young girl came up to him and said, You are sulia. The word sulia means cockroach
in her language. This is the common name given to foreigners.

Her momma heard this and pulled her aside. Daughter, he is no longer sulia, he is nove.
She proceeded to tell her daughter that the people had seen his love and care and given him a
name of honor, accepting him and his family as their own.

Missionary Shields was blessed beyond measure when he realized the meaning of his
new name. It tells others that he is one of them; love and accepted. He and his family had put
heart and soul in reaching them with the gospel. Now he saw that the people loved them, too.

When the airstrip is finished, they can use their small plane to get to the villages in the
mountains. But until then, they will continue their treasure hunt by foot, seeking and finding
heavenly jewels.

Do you realize that you are a treasure to GOD? He gave His most precious, sinless SON
to make a way for you to be in Heaven one day. And He has a unique plan for your life.

Invitation to salvation-

I Timothy 1:15 says- Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

Romans 3:23- For all have sinned and come short of the glory of GOD.

Romans 6:23- For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of GOD is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Romans 10:9- That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth The Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that GOD hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

Romans 10:13-For whosoever shall call upon The Name of The Lord shall be saved.

Invitation to service-

Do you know that once you are saved, you, too, are given a new name? That name is Christian. It
means- Little Christ and signifies to all that we belong to GOD.

Mr. and Mrs. Shields surrendered their hearts and lives to serve their Master. There is no greater
joy than to be doing what we have been created to do. Would you like to surrender your life to GOD? If
you’re from a missionary family, or if you’re the first in your family to follow Jesus, He will help you.
Whatever He has designed for you will include a treasure hunt filled with adventure- taking His Word to
others.

In Matthew 4:19, Jesus challenged the fisherman with this statement- Follow Me and I will make
you to be fishers of men. He let them choose. Matthew 4:20 tells us how they responded. They left their
nets and followed Him.

Special thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Shields for their cooperation in making this story possible.
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Los Buscadores del Tesoro
Escrito por De Dorman 2026

Esta historia se basa en un testimonio del misionero Ethan Shields mientras hablaba en la Mision IBB, TX.

No os hagdis tesoros en la tierra, donde la polilla y el orin corrompen, y donde ladrones minan y hurtan; sino haceos tesoros en el
cielo, donde ni la polilla ni el orin corrompen, y donde ladrones no minan ni hurtan. Porque donde esté vuestro tesoro, alli estard
también vuestro corazon. Mateo 6:19-21

Sus ancestros buscaban los tesoros escondidos en las montafias de México. Tesoros que no se
podian comprar con dinero. Estos preciosos tesoros no eran oro, plata ni joyas brillantes; tenian un
valor mayor. ;Puedes adivinar cudles eran estos tesoros que buscaban? Si, eran las almas de las
personas que vivirian para siempre. Y ahora, Ethan Shields, su esposa Beth y sus cuatro hijos son
buscadores de tesoros para Jesus en las hermosas y escarpadas montafias de Panama.

Ethan tenia siete afios cuando le pidié a DIOS que lo salvara. A la edad de catorce afios, supo
que DIOS lo estaba llamando a ser misionero, al igual que su padre y su abuelo. Estaba siendo llamado
a seguir a Jesus en la mayor caza de tesoros de todas.

DIOS lo bendijo con su esposa Beth en 2006, quien a la edad de quince afios aceptd a Jestis como
su Salvador y se entreg6 al plan de DIOS para su vida. Ella lo ayuda a ¢l y a sus cuatro hijos de muchas
maneras.

Una vez, en el campo misionero en Panama, cuando el Sr. Shields estaba ausente, la Sra. Shields
mato a un escorpion venenoso que se habia introducido en su casa. Ella tomo las pinzas de la cocina
para retirarlo. Recordé otra ocasion en la que una la picé mientras estaba en la cama. No estaba
dispuesta a que eso volviera a suceder. {Quién la ayudo a ser valiente y a encargarse del escorpion?

Tanto Ethan como Beth se prepararon para el servicio misionero yendo a la escuela biblica. Y
paso a paso, DIOS los llevé a Panama, donde ascienden por altas montafas hasta el pueblo Ngébe-
Buglé (NAH beh boo GLAY), donde la mayoria habla su propio idioma, pero algunos hablan espafiol.
Alli muestran a la gente el amor de DIOS y les cuentan sobre la esperanza que pueden tener en Jesus.
Personas han sido salvadas, bautizadas y muchos estudian la Biblia para ensefarla a otros.

Ethan tiene una licencia de piloto que hard el viaje mas fécil una vez que se construya la pista.
Hasta entonces, caminan por la alta montafa para llegar a los tesoros. ;Por qué crees que caminan
todo ese camino? Si, para contar las buenas noticias de que Jests los ama y ha hecho un camino
para que puedan ir al Cielo.

(Has oido las buenas noticias? ;Puedes pensar en otra montana en la que Alguien camin6
para hacer posible el Cielo? (Jests en el Monte Calvario)

Ha tomado muchas oraciones, paciencia y tiempo, pero el pueblo Ngiabe-Buglé
(NAH beh boo GLAY) puede ver que el cuidado demostrado por la familia Shields es genuino
y que el amor que muestran proviene del corazén de DIOS.

Un hombre respetado del pueblo se acercé al misionero un dia y le hizo una pregunta.

(Puedo darte un nombre? Sin entender todo lo que significaba recibir este nombre, el humilde
misionero acept6 recibirlo.

Eres nove. dijo el hombre y pronto volvio a sus asuntos. El Sr. Shields ain no sabia del honor



que le habian dado con ese nombre, pero pronto lo descubriria.

Un Domingo, después de la iglesia, la congregacion tuvo almuerzo. Todos los que pudieron,
trajeron un plato especial de comida. Algunos trajeron arroz, queso blanco, maiz y Sancocho, un
delicioso guiso hecho con pollo, maiz y yuca. Mientras esperaba en la fila para servirse algo de
comida, la gente disfrutaba conversando con el misionero Ethan.

Una joven se acerco a ¢l y dijo, Eres sulia. La palabra sulia significa cucaracha en su idioma.
Este es el nombre comun que se da a los extranjeros.

Su mama oy esto y la apartd. Hija, él ya no es sulia, él es nove. Procedi6 a decirle a su hija
que la gente habia visto su amor y cuidado y le habian dado un nombre de honor, aceptandolo a ¢l
y a su familia como propios.

El misionero Shields fue bendecido mas alld de toda medida cuando comprendi¢ el significado
de su nuevo nombre. Les dice a los demés que él es uno de ellos; amado y aceptado. El y su familia
habian puesto corazon y alma en alcanzarlos con el evangelio. Ahora veia que la gente también
los amaba.

Cuando el aerédromo esté terminado, podran usar su pequefio avion para llegar a los pueblos
en las montafias. Pero hasta entonces, continuaran su busqueda del tesoro a pie, buscando y
encontrando joyas celestiales.

. Te das cuenta de que eres un tesoro para DIOS? El dio a Su hijo mas precioso y sin pecado
para abrirte el camino a estar en el Cielo algin dia. Y El tiene un plan tnico para tu vida.

Invitacion a la salvacion:

I Timoteo 1:15 dice: Cristo Jesus vino al mundo para salvar a los pecadores.

Romanos 3:23: Por cuanto todos pecaron y estan destituidos de la gloria de Dios.

Romanos 6:23: Porque la paga del pecado es muerte, mas la dadiva de Dios es vida eterna en
Cristo Jesus, Senor nuestro.

Romanos 10:9: Que si confesares con tu boca que Jesus es el Sefior, y creyeres en tu corazon que
Dios le levant6 de los muertos, seras salvo.

Romanos 10:13: Porque todo aquel que invocare el nombre del Sefior, sera salvo.

Invitacion al servicio: ;Sabes que una vez que eres salvo, también se te da un nuevo nombre?

Ese nombre es Cristiano. Significa Pequefio Cristo y sefiala a todos que pertenecemos a Dios.

El Sr. y la Sra. Shields entregaron sus corazones y vidas para servir a su Maestro. No hay mayor
gozo que hacer lo que hemos sido creados para hacer. ;Te gustaria entregar tu vida a Dios? Si eres de
una familia misionera, o si eres el primero en tu familia en seguir a Jesus, El te ayudara. Lo que El
ha disefiado para ti incluira una busqueda del tesoro llena de aventuras: llevar Su Palabra a otros.

En Mateo 4:19, Jests desafio a los pescadores con esta declaracion: Siganme, y los haré pescadores
de hombres. Les permitio elegir. Mateo 4:20 nos dice como respondieron. Dejaron sus redes y lo
siguieron.

Agradecimientos especiales al Sr. y la Sra. Shields por su cooperacion para hacer posible esta historia.






