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WHEN GOD CALL

.

The Elinor Young story




When God Calls

Testimony of Missionary Elinor Young
Written with permission by De Dorman

Text: II Corinthians 12:7-10 And He said unto me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities that the power of
Christ may rest upon me. .For when I am weak, then am I strong.

When the Apostle Paul understood and accepted Jesus as Messiah and Lord, he loved and
served Him with all his heart. But he had an urgent need that he had prayed to be taken care of-
three different times. Though we are not told what that need was, some Bible scholars think that
he was asking God to heal his poor eyesight. Instead of answering the prayers the way Paul
wanted, God answered the best way. He told His servant that His supply of grace would be
enough to help Paul serve Him with the weakness.

(Discussion) Could God heal his eyes? Do you know how God answered his prayers? Why
would God answer in such a way?

God wanted His servant to be completely dependent on Him, and it was clear to everyone
that He was working in and through Paul, even with his weakness.

What was Paul’s response to the answer given by The Lord? Did he use his weakness as an
excuse not to serve God? God doesn’t need the fastest, healthiest or the most intelligent person to
serve Him. He can use imperfect people who have an unshakeable faith in what HE can do.

This is a true story of Elinor Young, a tiny lady who has huge faith, not in herself, but in God,
Who sent her to an unreached people called the Kimyals. On their mountain in Papua, Indonesia,
they called her Bad Legs.

When she was five years old, Elinor got Polio, a deadly epidemic in the 1950°s that hit every
state, including her state of Washington. Many died from it while others were paralyzed,
including Elinor. She had to stay in the hospital for seven long months. It took three of those
seven months before she could wiggle her big toe. The day came when she could finally go
home, with the help of leg braces, crutches and Mighty God. What are some changes that she
would face now? (Discussion- stairways, icy sidewalks..)

One day, she and her mother listened to a radio program called Back to The Bible. God
used this to address her need of a Savior. That night, while in bed, Elinor remembered the
program, and some reasons why she needed to be forgiven. Sincere repentance filled her heart as
she asked God to forgive her sins. She thanked Him for Jesus, Who died on the cross to pay for
her sins. Knowing that she was forgiven brought peace and rest.

At the age of twelve, she and her family attended a church service where a man from
China spoke on the importance of missionaries going and telling people in other countries about
the love of God. He told the small crowd that he heard the good news from a missionary and
accepted Jesus as his Savior. His invitation was clear that night. Was there anyone willing to
obey the call of God to be a missionary? Elinor felt for awhile that God had been calling her to
be a missionary. With crutches in her hands and leg braces holding her up, this small-framed girl
walked down the aisle and told the speaker what she felt God was doing in her heart.



The response of the people was not at all what she had expected. Instead of being happy,
they seemed to be embarrassed. A man from the congregation apologized to the speaker by
saying, I'm sorry that the only person responding to your invitation was this little crippled girl.

The wise speaker replied, Whom The Lord calls, He will use.

Elinor was humiliated that night. So, for awhile, she tried to forget the call to missions.
But it wouldn’t go away. One day, Elinor had to ask herself this question- Do I really think that
rebellion and obedience can co-exist? This wounded girl would have to choose one path or the
other.

All along, Elinor believed that God could heal her from the crippling effects of Polio, but
He chose not to; there was a greater purpose ahead. You see, she was being called to a tribe who
needed to hear the gospel; this was a tribe of some of the shortest people on earth. Although she
didn’t know it at the time, she would blend right in; she, too, was short.

With the grace of God, she forgave the people who embarrassed her that night at church
and gave her life to Jesus to do whatever He wanted. And He cared for her every step of the way
as she finished Bible College, preparing to go to a mission field.

Once she got to the Kimyal people, she saw the Mighty hand of God, who had paved a
clear path of acceptance by the tribe who were deeply touched when they saw her bad legs. They
believed that she had been sent by God, so they took great care in making a special carrier chair
that carried her whever she needed to go. Two men placed the poles on their shoulders while
Elinor sat on the seat in the middle. That’s how she traveled up and down the steep mountain.
Each day, the village people would come and help her with whatever she needed.

Elinor Young spent seventeen years in the mountains of Papua, Indonesia, devoted to the
Kimyal people. It was a mutual love between her and The Lord that kept her there. She learned
their language which enabled her to assist in translating The Bible into the Kimyal language.
Many came to know Jesus as Savior. Elinor would then teach some believers from other villages
how to teach The Bible to children. These people became teachers in their village churches.

There was, indeed, a greater purpose for all the pain this woman endured. How many
people will be in Heaven because she followed Jesus to this high place of service? Who else
suffered great pain for others on a cross?

Elinor was ready to spend her life on that mountain with the Kimyal people but God had
another plan. After seventeen fruitful years, she had to return to the states because Post Polio
Syndrome was taking away her mobility. But God wasn’t finished; there was purpose in this
pain, too. She is now a Christian author, mentor, speaker, and teaches The Bible to women and
she continues to help others who have suffered the effects of Post Polio Syndrome.

Is it possible to hear the voice of God in today’s busy, noisy world? Indeed it is, if one
has a fine- tuned heart to listen. You don’t have to be perfect to follow Jesus, just available. How
about you? Can you hear Him calling? (Invitation- Isaiah 6:8)

"I heard Him call, "Come follow." That was all.
My gold grew dim, my soul went after Him.
Who would not follow IF they heard Him call." HW Longfellow 1807-1882
Questions-
Why does God, who is good, allow suffering?
What excuses could Elinor have used if she didn’t want to follow God?

For a more detailed view of the life of Elinor Young, please get a copy of her book entitled- Running on
Broken Legs- My Journey to Joy Available on Amazon and many bookstores.




Cuando Dios Llama

Testimonio de la misionera Elinor Young
Escrito con permiso de De Dorman

Texto: II Corintios 12:7-10 Bastate Mi gracia; porque Mi poder se perfecciona en la debilidad. Por tanto, de
buena gana me gloriaré mas bien en mis debilidades, para que repose sobre mi el poder de Cristo..porque cuando
soy debil, entonces soy fuerte.

Cuando el apostol Pablo entendid y acepto a Jesus como Mesias y Sefior, lo am¢6 y le sirvié con
todo su corazon. Pero tenia una necesidad urgente de que habia orado para ser atendido tres veces
diferentes. Aunque no se nos dice cual era esa necesidad, algunos estudiosos de la Biblia piensan que le
estaba pidiendo a Dios que sanara su pobre vista. En lugar de contestar las oraciones de la manera que
Pablo queria, Dios respondié de la mejor manera. Le dijo a su siervo que su provision de gracia seria
suficiente para ayudar a Pablo a servirle con la debilidad.

(Discusion) (Podria Dios sanar sus o0jos? ;Sabes cdmo Dios contestd sus oraciones? ;Por qué responderia
Dios de esa manera?

Dios queria que Su siervo dependiera completamente de El, y estaba claro para todos que El estaba
trabajando en y a través de Pablo, incluso con su debilidad.

(Cual fue la respuesta de Pablo a la respuesta dada por El Sefior? ;Uso su debilidad como una excusa
para no servir a Dios? Dios no necesita a la persona mas rapida, mas saludable o mas inteligente para
servirle. El puede usar personas imperfectas que tienen una fe inquebrantable en lo que EL puede hacer.

Esta es una historia real de Elinor Young, una pequefia dama que tiene una gran fe, no en si misma,
sino en Dios, que la envid a un pueblo no alcanzado llamado Kimyals. En su montafia en Papua,
Indonesia, la llamaban Malas Piernas.

Cuando tenia cinco afios, Elinor contrajo polio, una epidemia mortal en la década de 1950 que afectd
a todos los estados, incluido el estado de Washington. Muchos murieron a causa de ella, mientras que
otros quedaron paralizados, incluida Elinor. Tuvo que permanecer en el hospital durante siete largos
meses. Pasaron tres de esos siete meses antes de que pudiera mover el dedo gordo del pie. Llego el dia en
que finalmente pudo irse a casa, con la ayuda de aparatos ortopédicos para las piernas, muletas y Dios
Poderoso. ;Cudles son algunos de los cambios que enfrentaria ahora? (Discusion- escaleras, aceras
heladas ..)

Un dia, ella y su madre escucharon un programa de radio llamado De Vuelta a La Biblia. Dios
uso esto para abordar su necesidad de un Salvador. Esa noche, mientras estaba en la cama, Elinor recordo
el programa y algunas razones por las que necesitaba ser perdonada. El arrepentimiento sincero llen6 su
corazon cuando le pidié a Dios que perdonara sus pecados. Ella le agradecio por Jests, quien muri6 en la
cruz para pagar por sus pecados. Saber que ella fue perdonada trajo paz y descanso.

A la edad de doce afios, ella y su familia asistieron a un servicio en la iglesia donde un hombre de
China habl6 sobre la importancia de que los misioneros vayan y le cuenten a la gente de otros paises
sobre el amor de Dios. Le dijo a la pequefia multitud que escuchd las buenas nuevas de un misionero y
acepto a Jests como su Salvador. Su invitacion fue clara esa noche. jHabia alguien dispuesto a obedecer
el llamado de Dios a ser misionero?

Elinor sintié por un tiempo que Dios la habia estado llamando a ser misionera. Con muletas en las
manos y aparatos ortopédicos para las piernas sosteniéndola, esta nifia de cuerpo pequefio camind por el
pasillo y le dijo a la oradora lo que sentia que Dios estaba haciendo en su corazon.



La respuesta de la gente no fue en absoluto lo que ella esperaba. En lugar de ser felices, parecian
avergonzados. Un hombre de la congregacion se disculp6 con el orador diciendo: Lamento que la unica
persona que respondio a su invitacion fuera esta pequeria nifia lisiada.

El sabio orador respondié: A quien El Seiior llama, El lo usard.

Elinor fue humillada esa noche. Asi que, por un tiempo, trato de olvidar el llamado a las misiones.
Pero no desapareceria. Un dia, Elinor tuvo que hacerse esta pregunta: ;Realmente creo que la rebelion y
la obediencia pueden coexistir? Esta nifia herida tendria que elegir un camino u otro.

Todo el tiempo, Elinor crey6 que Dios podria sanarla de los efectos paralizantes de la
poliomielitis, pero eligié no hacerlo; Habia un propdsito mayor por delante. Verdn, ella estaba siendo
llamada a una tribu que necesitaba escuchar el evangelio; Y esta era una tribu de algunas de las personas
mas bajas de la tierra. Aunque no lo sabia en ese momento, se mezclaria perfectamente; ella también era
baja.

Con la gracia de Dios, perdono a las personas que la avergonzaron esa noche en la iglesia y
entregd su vida a Jestis para que hiciera lo que El quisiera. Y El la ayudé en cada paso del camino
mientras terminaba el Colegio Biblico, preparandose para ir a un campo misionero.

Una vez que lleg6 al pueblo Kimyal, vio la poderosa mano de Dios, que habia allanado un
camino claro de aceptacion por parte de la tribu que se conmovio profundamente cuando vieron sus
piernas malas. Creian que habia sido enviada por Dios, por lo que tuvieron mucho cuidado en hacer una
silla especial que la llevara a donde necesitara ir. Dos hombres colocaron los postes sobre sus hombros
mientras Elinor se sentaba en el asiento en el medio. Asi es como viajé arriba y abajo de la empinada
montafia. Cada dia, la gente del pueblo venia y la ayudaba con lo que necesitaba.

Elinor Young paso diecisiete afios en las montafias de Papua, Indonesia, dedicada al pueblo
Kimyal. Fue un amor mutuo entre ella y El Sefior lo que la mantuvo alli. Ella aprendié su idioma, lo que
le permiti6 ayudar a traducir La Biblia al idioma Kimyal. Muchos llegaron a conocer a Jesis como
Salvador. Elinor entonces ensefiaria a algunos creyentes de otras aldeas como ensefiar La Biblia a los
nifios. Estas personas se convirtieron en maestros en las iglesias de sus aldeas.

Hubo, de hecho, un propo6sito mayor para todo el dolor que esta mujer soporté. ;Cuantas personas
estaran en el cielo porque ella siguio a JesUs a este alto lugar de servicio? ;Quién mds sufrio un gran
dolor por otros --en una cruz?

Elinor estaba lista para pasar su vida en esa montafia con el pueblo Kimyal, pero Dios tenia otro
plan. Después de diecisiete afios fructiferos, tuvo que regresar a los Estados Unidos porque Post Polio
Sindrome le estaba quitando movilidad. Pero Dios no habia terminado; También habia un propdsito en
este dolor. Ahora es autora Cristiana, mentora, oradora y ensefia La Biblia a mujeres y continta ayudando
a otras que han sufrido los efectos del Sindrome Post Polio.

(Es posible escuchar la voz de Dios en el mundo ocupado y ruidoso de hoy? De hecho, lo es, si
uno tiene un corazon afinado para escuchar. No tienes que ser perfecto para seguir a Jesus, solo
disponible. ;Y tu? ;Puedes oirlo llamar? (Invitacion- Isaias 6:8)

Lo oi llamar: 'Ven a seguirnos'. Eso fue todo.
Mi oro se oscurecio, mi alma fue tras EI.

¢Quién no seguiria Sl lo escucharan llamar?
HW Longfellow 1807-1882

Preguntas-
(Por qué Dios, que es bueno, permite el sufrimiento?
(Qué excusas podria haber usado Elinor si no queria seguir a Dios?

Para una historia mas detallada de la vida de Elinor Young, obtenga una copia de su libro titulado-
Running on Broken Legs- My Journey to Joy disponible en Amazon y muchas librerias en Inglés.
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